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Let’s look at how to break bridges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

               
                

   a  arre   dwarre   ws .ed 
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 e’ll start by breaki g a s   ort bridge. This will show why the claim to the left f  l  to s   ort the 
claim above it. 
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the left     
           

        



Page 3 of 19 
 

 

For i sta ce  i  this  iece of reaso i g  “Parakeets are f   to watch” is give  as s   ort for 
“Parakeets make good  ets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.



Page 4 of 19 
 

 

 f we   t a differe t-color  ote to the right of “Parakeets are f   to watch ” we’ll be stati g why 
“Parakeets are f   to watch” fails to s   ort “Parakeets make good  ets.” 

How ca  we decide what claim to   t i  that bridge-breaki g  ote  There’s a  roced re we ca  
follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.

 hows why the claim to the left
does    s   ort the claim above.
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 e’ll start with the claim that we get whe  we write se te ce of the form “ t’s  ossible that…a d 
 ot… ”   tti g the claim to the left behi d the “ t’s  ossible that” a d the claim above behi d the 
“a d  ot.”  

(F   f c : Wh   w  b  l    b     , w        w  h    “ f…  h  …”       c , b   wh   w  break 
  b     , w        w  h    “   ”       c  ) 

   this case  that wo ld be “ t’s  ossible that  arakeets are f   to watch a d it’s  ot the case that 
 arakeets make good  ets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.
 t s  ossible that  arakeets are f  
to watch a d it s  ot the case that
 arakeets make good  ets.

  t s  ossible that
 claim to the left 

a d     claim above . 
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 e ca  sto  there  if we wa t to  b t freq e tly it’s  sef l to re lace that se te ce with the 
j stificatio  we have for acce ti g that se te ce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.
 t s  ossible that  arakeets are f  
to watch a d it s  ot the case that
 arakeets make good  ets.

 hat s a reaso  to thi k this 
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 ometimes  that j stificatio  is a ge eral  ri ci le. 

 f the claim behi d the “it’s  ossible that” a d the claim behi d the “a d  ot” have somethi g i  
commo  – like “ arakeets” i  this case - we ca  form late the ge eral  ri ci le by re laci g that 
commo  term with a broader category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.
 t s  ossible that          are f  
to watch a d it s  ot the case that

         make good  ets.

This co ld be s   orted by a
ge eral  ri ci le.
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Here  this gives  s the ge eral  ri ci le that “ t’s  ossible that       m l is f   to watch a d it’s 
 ot the case that  h     m l makes a good  et.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.
 t s  ossible that       m l is f  
to watch a d it s  ot the case that

 h     m lmakes a good  et.

The ge eral  ri ci le.
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 e ca  sto  there  if we wa t  b t sometimes it’s  sef l to re lace the ge eral  ri ci le with a 
reaso  to thi k that the ge eral  ri ci le is tr e. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.
 t s  ossible that       m l is f  
to watch a d it s  ot the case that

 h     m lmakes a good  et.

 hat s a reaso  to thi k this 
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  ch as “  tdoor birds are f   to watch b t they do ’t make good  ets.”  

“        b         f      w  ch b    h y    ’  m             ” h l             why 
“              f      w  ch” f  l             “          m              ”    b       h   
        b       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parakeets make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Parakeets are f   to watch.   tdoor birds are f   to watch b t
they do  t make good  ets.
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 e ca  also break objectio  bridges. This will show why the claim to the left fails to object to 
claim above it. 
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the claim to
the left     
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For exam le  s   ose someo e objects to “ ats make good  ets” by sayi g “ ats do ’t live very 
lo g.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 ats do  t live very lo g.
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 f we   t a differe t-color  ote to the right of “ ats do ’t live very lo g ” we’ll be stati g why “ ats 
do ’t live very lo g” fails to show that “ ats make good  ets” is false. 

How ca  we decide what claim to   t i  that bridge-breaki g  ote  There’s a  roced re we ca  
follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 ats do  t live very lo g.

 hows why the claim to the left
does    object to the claim above.
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 e’ll start with the claim that we get whe  we write a se te ce of the form “ t’s  ossible that…a d 
… ”   tti g the claim to the left behi d the “ t’s  ossible that” a d the claim above behi d the 
“a d.” 

   this case  that wo ld be “ t’s  ossible that rats do ’t live very lo g a d rats make good  ets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 t s  ossible that rats do  t live very
lo g a d rats make good  ets. ats do  t live very lo g.

  t s  ossible that
 claim to the left 
a d  claim above . 
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 e ca  sto  there  if we wa t to  b t freq e tly it’s  sef l to re lace that se te ce with the 
j stificatio  we have for acce ti g that se te ce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 t s  ossible that rats do  t live very
lo g a d rats make good  ets. ats do  t live very lo g.

 hat s a reaso  to thi k this 
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 ometimes  that j stificatio  is a ge eral  ri ci le. 

 f the claim behi d the “it’s  ossible that” a d the claim behi d the “a d” have somethi g i  
commo  – like “rats” i  this case - we ca  form late the ge eral  ri ci le by re laci g that 
commo  term with a broader category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 t s  ossible that     do  t live very
lo g rats a d     make good  ets. ats do  t live very lo g.

This co ld be s   orted by a
ge eral  ri ci le.
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Here  this gives  s the ge eral  ri ci le that “ t’s  ossible that    m l   h   do ’t live very lo g 
make good  ets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 t s  ossible that    m l   h  
do  t live very lo g make good  ets. ats do  t live very lo g.

The ge eral  ri ci le.
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 e ca  sto  there  if we wa t to  b t sometimes it’s  sef l to re lace the ge eral  ri ci le with a 
reaso  to thi k that the ge eral  ri ci le is tr e. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 t s  ossible that    m l   h  
do  t live very lo g make good  ets. ats do  t live very lo g.

 hat s a reaso  to thi k this 
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  ch as “The q ality of time with a  et matters as m ch as the q a tity.”  

“ h  q  l  y  f   m  w  h       m          m ch     h  q      y” h l             why “     
   ’  l       y l   ” f  l      b  c     “     m              ”    b       h    b  c     b       

 ats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

The q ality of time with a  et
matters as m ch as the q a tity. ats do  t live very lo g.


