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Let’s look at how to build bridges. 
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 e’ll start by buildi g a   ppo t b     .  

This will show why the claim to the left does  rovide su  ort for the claim above it. 
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For i sta ce  i  this  iece of reaso i g  “Cats are i de e de t” is give  as su  ort for “Cats make 
good  ets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.
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 f we  ut a same-colored  ote  ext to “Cats are i de e de t ” we’ll be stati g why “Cats are 
i de e de t” succeeds i  su  orti g “Cats make good  ets.” 

How ca  we decide what claim to  ut i  that bridgi g  ote  There’s a  rocedure we ca  follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.

 hows why the claim to the left
does su  ort the claim above.
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 e’ll start with the claim that we get whe  we write a se te ce of the form “if…the   robably… ” 
 utti g the claim to the left behi d the “if” a d the claim above behi d the “the   robably.” 

   this case  that would be “ f cats are i de e de t  the   robably cats make good  ets.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.
 f cats are i de e de t  the 
 robably cats make good  ets.

  f  claim to the left  
the   robably  claim above . 
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 e ca  sto  there  if we wa t to  but freque tly it’s useful to re lace that se te ce with the 
justificatio  we have for acce ti g that “if… the   robably…” se te ce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.
 f cats are i de e de t  the 
 robably cats make good  ets.

 hat s a reaso  to thi k this 
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 ometimes  that justificatio  is a ge eral  ri ci le. 

 f the claim behi d the “if” a d the claim behi d the “the   robably” have somethi g i  commo  – 
like “cats” i  this case - we ca  formulate the ge eral  ri ci le by re laci g that commo  term 
with a broader category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.
 f   t are i de e de t  the 
 robably   t make good  ets.

This could be su  orted by a
ge eral  ri ci le.
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Here  this gives us the ge eral  ri ci le that “ f       m   is i de e de t  the   robably  t makes 
a good  et.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.
 f       m  is i de e de t  the 
 robably  tmakes a good  et.

The ge eral  ri ci le.
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 hich we ca  re hrase as “  de e de t a imals make good  ets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.   de e de t a imals make
good  ets.

The ge eral  ri ci le.
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 e ca  sto  there  if we wa t to  but sometimes it’s useful to re lace the ge eral  ri ci le with a 
reaso  to thi k that the ge eral  ri ci le is true. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t.   de e de t a imals make
good  ets.

 hat s a reaso  to thi k this 
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 uch as “Peo le like i de e de t  ets.”  

“Peo le like i de e de t  ets” hel s us to see why “Cats are i de e de t” su  orts “Cats make 
good  ets.”  t builds that su  ort bridge. 

  k   to  th  , th    ppo t        m     th  b            m  o   b tt   job   t b   h    “C t  
m k   oo  p t ” th     th       m wo     o   o    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Cats are i de e de t. Peo le like i de e de t  ets.
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 e ca  also build obj  t o  b      .  

   objectio  bridge shows why the claim to the left does object to the claim above it. 
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To co ti ue our earlier exam le  su  ose someo e objects to “Peo le like i de e de t  ets” by 
sayi g “Peo le like to feel  eeded.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

Cats are i de e de t. Peo le like i de e de t  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Peo le like to feel  eeded.
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 f we  ut a same-colored  ote  ext to “Peo le like to feel  eeded ” we’ll be stati g why “Peo le like 
to feel  eeded” successfully objects to “Peo le like i de e de t  ets.” 

  ce agai   there’s a  rocedure we ca  follow to build that bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

Cats are i de e de t. Peo le like i de e de t  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

Peo le like to feel  eeded.

 hows why the claim to the left
does object to the claim above.
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 e’ll start with the claim that we get whe  we write a se te ce of the form “if…the   robably 
 ot… ” with the claim to the left behi d the “if” a d the claim above behi d the “the   robably 
 ot.” 

   this case  that would be “ f  eo le like to feel  eeded  the   robably  eo le  o ’t like 
i de e de t  ets.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

Cats are i de e de t. Peo le like i de e de t  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 f  eo le like to feel  eeded  the 
 robably  eo le  o  t like
i de e de t  ets.

Peo le like to feel  eeded.

  f  claim to the left  
the   robably  ot  claim above . 
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 e ca  sto  there  if we wa t to  but freque tly it’s useful to re lace it with the justificatio  we 
have for acce ti g that “if… the   robably  ot…” se te ce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

Cats are i de e de t. Peo le like i de e de t  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

 f  eo le like to feel  eeded  the 
 robably  eo le  o  t like
i de e de t  ets.

Peo le like to feel  eeded.

 hat s a reaso  to thi k this 
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Here  that’s  robably somethi g like “  de e de t  ets do ’t make  eo le feel  eeded.” 

“  de e de t  ets do ’t make  eo le feel  eeded” hel s us to see why “Peo le like to feel 
 eeded” objects to “Peo le like i de e de t  ets.”  t builds that objectio  bridge. 

  k   to  th  , th  obj  t        m     th  b            m  o   b tt   job    p o     “  op   
  k      p     t p t ” th     th       m wo     o   o    

 

 

 

Cats make good  ets.

Cats are i de e de t. Peo le like i de e de t  ets.

 hich a imals make good  ets 

  de e de t  ets do  t make
 eo le feel  eeded.Peo le like to feel  eeded.


